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Sociology@CUHK Webinar Series

Measuring everyday experiences with the Police in the Netherlands:
An experience sampling pilot study

by Prof. Amy E. Nivette
Department of Sociology, Utrecht University

PM 16:00-17:30

The current study explores the application of
experience sampling techniques to measure
experiences with the police and examine to what
extent different experiences are associated with
within-individual changes In attitudes towards
the police. Data for the study were collected over
a period of 21 days from 206 young people (aged
18-30) living in the Netherlands. After completing
a baseline questionnaire, participants completed
daily questionnaires measuring attitudes towards
the police and any experiences with the police or
other authorities that have occurred. A total of
3042 daily guestionnaires have been completed
out of a possible 4389 (69%). The results show that
the number and type of experiences can vary
substantially across individuals and time, and that
overall experiences with the police are prevalent
INn everyday life. These pilot results raise questions
about how we measure experiences with the
police, and what role different experiences have
IN shaping attitudes towards police.
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Amy Nivette is an Associate Professor at the
Department of Sociology, Utrecht
University. She completed her PhD at the
Institute of Criminology, University of
Cambridge, and afterwards was a
Postdoctoral Prize Research Fellow at
Nuffield College, University of Oxford. Her
research Interests Include the
determinants of Iinstitutional legitimacy
and attitudes toward the law and police
over the life course, the comparative study
of aggression and violence, and violent
extremism. She is also a Research Fellow at
the Netherlands Institute for the Study of
Crime and Law Enforcement.
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