SAMPLE course outline only
Course contents will vary if taught by different teachers.
Please refer to the course teacher for the actual course content offered in each term.

Department of Sociology, Chinese University of Hong Kong
SOCI 2104 Sociology and Hong Kong
2021 Spring
Time: Tuesday, 4:30-6:15

Venue: Online

Course teacher: Lau Siu Lun ( |25 )
Email: sllau@cuhk.edu.hk

Office: SB 440A

Office tel.: 3943-6618

Tutor: Lee Lai Han ( ZZFE{H)
Email: leelaihan@cuhk.edu.hk
Office: SB 411A

Tel: 3943-6608

I. Introduction

This course would provide foundation knowledge to help students making sense the
situation of Hong Kong. Topics will include globalization, identity of Hong Kong

people, Hong Kong culture, politics and governance, economy of Hong Kong, etc.

I1. Learning outcome

1. To understand and reflect on the contribution of sociology in the understanding of
Hong Kong.
To master the dominant themes of sociological research on Hong Kong society.

3. Integrating personal interests with existing research, to develop a personal agenda

on the understanding of Hong Kong society.

III. Major references

Lui Tai-lok et al eds., Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Hong Kong (Milton:
Routledge, 2018)

Carroll, John, M, A Concise History of Hong Kong (Lanham: Rowmand and
Littlefield, 2007)




Lau Siu Kai, Society and Politics in Hong Kong (Hong Kong, CUHK Press, 1984)

Chan Ming K. ed., Precarious Balance: Hong Kong Between China and Britain,
1842-1992 (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 1994)
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Ma Ngok, Political Development in Hong Kong: State, Political Society and Civil
Society (Hong Kong, Hong Kong University Press, 2007)
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IV. Lectures

Lecture 1: Introduction (one session)

Lecture 2: Who’s Hong Kong? From a World system theory perspective (two

sessions)

Why the British Empire took over Hong Kong island in 1841? Why the British
government extended her governance to New Territory in 1898? Why the People’s
Republic of China did not send troops to Hong Kong in 1949? In this lecture, World
system theory will be used to help us making sense of the “sovereignty” of Hong

Kong.

Theoretical guidance: World System Theory

Wallenstein, Immanuel, M. World System Analysis: An Introduction (Durham:
Duke University Press, 2004)

Hong Kong Reading Materials:
*Young, D. John, ‘The Building Years: Maintaining a China-Hong Kong-Britain

Equilibrium, 1950-71°, in Chan Ming K. ed., Precarious Balance: Hong Kong
Between China and Britain, 1842-1992 (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press,



1994)

*Lau, Siu-kai, The Practice of One Country Two Systems in Hong Kong (Hong
Kong: Commercial Press, 2017) Chapter 1 and 4.

Tang, James, T.H. ‘World War to Cold War: Hong Kong’s Future and
Anglo-Chinese Interactions, 1941-55’, in Chan Ming K. ed., Precarious Balance:
Hong Kong Between China and Britain, 1842-1992

Chan Kit-Cheng, ‘The United States and the Question of Hong Kong, 1941-1945’,
Journal of the Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1979, vol. 19, p.
1-20.

Kwong Chi Man and Tsoi Yiu Lun, Eastern Fortress: A Military history of Hong
Kong (Hong Kong: University of Hong Kong Press, 2014)

Share, Michael, ‘Introduction: Russian and Soviet Policy toward the China
Periphery — Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan’, Where Empires Collided: Russian
and Soviet Relations with Hong Kong (Hong Kong, CUHK Press, 2007)
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¥¢ Bickley, G. Hong Kong Invaded: A 97 Nightmare (Hong Kong: Hong Kong
University Press, 2001)
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Lecture 3: Group formation and Identity (three sessions)

It is commonly agreed that the “Hong Kong People” identity emerged at the 1970°s.
In this lecture, we will introduce the formation process as well as the characters of
Hong Kong identity.

Theoretical Guidance:

Berger and Luckmann, Social Construction of Reality: A treatise in the Sociology of
Knowledge (Penguin, 1966)



Tolbert Pamela S. and Lynne G. Zucker, ‘The Institutionalization of Institutional
Theory’, in Stewart R. Clegg, et al eds., Handbook of Organization Studies
(London: Sage Publications, 1996)

Hong Kong Reading Materials:

*Ku, Agnes Shuk-mei, “Identity as Politics: Contesting the local, the national and
the global”, in Routledge Handbook of Hong Kong Society.

*Veg, Sebastian, “The Rise of “Localism” and Civil Identity in Post-handover HK:

Questioning the Chinese Nation-state”, The China Quarterly, Jun 2017, Vol.230,
pp.323-347

Ku, Agnes Shuk-mei, “Immigration Policies, Discourses and Politics of Local
Identity in Hong Kong (1950-1980)”, Modern China, vol. 30, no. 3, Jul., 2004, pp.
326-360.

Ku, Agnes S. and Ngai Pun eds., Remaking Citizenship in Hong Kong: Community,
Nation and the Global City (London: RoutledgeCurzon, 2004).

Gordon Mathews, “Heunggongyahn: On the Past, Present, and the Future of Hong
Kong Identity,” Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars 29:3 (1997): 3-13, p.11
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Chan, Selina Cing, “Tea Café and the Hong Kong Identity: Food Culture and
hybridity”, in China Information, 11st, May, 2018.
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Lecture 4: Governing Hong Kong: British, China and the local political forces

(three sessions)

* Ambrose, King, Yeo-chi, “Administrative absorption of politics in Hong Kong:
Emphasis on Grass root level”, Asian Survey, vol. 15, no. 5, May, 1975.

*Fong, Brian, C.H., “Advisory Politics before and after 1997: In search of a new
relationship between state, political society and civil society”, in Routledge
Handbook of Contemporary Hong Kong.

Lee, Francis L.F. and Joseph M. Chan, “Social Mobilization for Large Scale Protest:
From 1 July Demonstration to Umbrella Movement”, in Routledge Handbook of

Contemporary Hong Kong,

Ma, Ngok, “Party Underdevelopment in Protracted Transition”, in Routledge
Handbook of Contemporary Hong Kong.

Ma, Ngok, Political Development in Hong Kong: State, Political Society and Civil
Society, Chapter 5, 6.

Goodstadt, Leo, Uneasy Partners, The Conflict between Public Interest and Private
Profit in Hong Kong (Hong Kong, University of Hong Kong Press, 2005).

Lau Siu Kai, Society and Politics in Hong Kong (Hong Kong, CUHK Press 1984)
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Tsang, Steve, “Strategy for survival: The cold war and Hong Kong's policy towards
Kuomintang and Chinese communist activities in the 1950s”, The Journal of
Imperial and Commonwealth History, vol. 25, issue 2, 1997, pp. 297-317.
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Lecture 5: Economy of Hong Kong from a Sociological Perspective (two sessions)

*Chiu, W.C. and Lui T. L, “The Hong Kong Model of Development Revisited”, in
Wong Poh-lam and Ng Chee Yuen eds., Industrial Policy, Innovation and
Economic Growth: The Experiences of Japan and other NIC (Singapore: NUS
Press, 2001) pp 431-459.

*Wong Hok-Wui, “Real Estate Elite and Real Estate Hegemony”, in Routledge
Handbook of Contemporary Hong Kong, pp. 342-361.

*Meyer, David R., “Hong Kong: China’s Global City”, in Routledge Handbook of
Contemporary Hong Kong, pp. 414-429.

Ngo Tak-wing, “A Genealogy of Business and Politics in Hong Kong”, in
Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Hong Kong.

Chiu, W.C., Ho K.C. and Lui T. L, City States in the Global Economy: Industrial
Restructuring in Hong Kong and Singapore (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1997)

So, Alvin, “The Economic Success of Hong Kong: Insights from a World-System
Perspective”, Sociological Perspectives, vol. 29, No. 2, April, 1986, pp. 241-258.

Chiu, W.K. Stephen, ‘Unravelling Hong Kong’s Exceptionalism: The Politics of
Laissex-faire in the Industrial Takeoff”, Political Power and Social Theory, vol. 10,
1996, pp. 229-56.

Lim, Linda, Y.C. ‘Free Market Fancies: Hong Kong, Singapore, and the Asian
Financial Crisis’, in T.J. Pempel (ed.), The Politics of Asian Economic Crisis
(Ithaca & London: Cornell University Press, 1999).



* must read
Y% relevant books, novels, films, etc.

V. Assessments:

A. Reading report (30%): Students are required to read a memoir of important Hong

Kong figure and submit a reading report. Please see the lecture handout for detail.

® Deadline of submission: 11:59pm, 23 April, 2021
® Please submit the report to CUHK Blackboard
® You are required to upload your work to CUHK veriguide too.

B. Tutorial (30%): The aim of tutorial is to help students understand the content of
the course better. Students will choose a topic from the tutorial reading list and to
make a presentation in tutorial session.

ePlease follow the instruction of TA to choose your preferred timeslot

C. Examination (40%): The aim of examination is to consolidation learning. There

will be a take home examination after term end.

Grade Descriptors

A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.
A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.
B Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some learning

outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others, resulting in

overall substantial performance.

C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few
weaknesses.

D Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes.

F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes,

OR failure to meet specified assessment requirement.
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